BIOGRAPHIES, CONT’D.

Lee Clippard is the Executive Director of
The University of Texas at Austin Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center. He has been
a member of the leadership team at the
Wildflower Center since 2014, and prior to
serving as Executive Director, led the Center’s
communications, marketing, plant information
and guest experience efforts. Lee holds a
bachelor’s degree in biology from UT Austin
and a master’s degree in entomology from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Before
joining the Wildflower Center, he was the Senior
Director of Communications for the UT Austin
College of Natural Sciences. He is a native
plant and natural history enthusiast committed
to plant and wildlife conservation and creating
beautiful, resilient environments.

BOOK SWAP
New for 2026, bring a garden book to
donate. All donated books will be available for
purchase for a nominal donation
to Mad Gardeners.

Recertification Credits Possible:
Please visit www.madgardeners.org
for more details.

For Additional Information Contact:

Ken Monteiro
kennethtmonteiro@gmail.com

Paul Arcario
pjadcw53 @gmail.com
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DIRECTIONS

Canaan

Falls Village

To Lakeville

To Kent

The Housatonic Valley Regional High School
is at 246 Warren Turnpike in Falls Village,
CT 06031. The driveway is located at the
traffic light on Route 7 next to the bridge, just
north of the intersection with Route 112. The
Symposium will be held in Room 133. Please
enter at the main entrance and follow signs
for the Symposium.

Snow Day — Sunday, March 8, 2026.
To learn if the Symposium is post-
poned due to inclement weather, call
Ken Monteiro at 347-525-8871 or
Paul Arcario at 917-373-6268.

SCIENCE DAY

Mad Gardeners sponsors a daylong program
of speakers for students at Housatonic
Valley Regional High School. Please con-
sider making a tax-deductible donation

with your registration to help pay for this
important educational event. Contact Dana
Slaughter at dana99usa@gmail.com if

you are interested in attending this year’s

Science Day on April 10, 2026.

Where Flowers

Bloom:
Flourishing Gardens
& Gardeners
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Falls Village, Connecticut
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and
Agricultural Education Dept. HVRHS



Where Flowers Bloom:

Flourishing Gardens & Gardeners

8:15-9:00 a.m.

9:00-9:15 a.m.

9:15-10:45 a.m.

10:45-11:15 a.m.

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

12:15-1:30 p.m.

1:30-3:00 p.m.

3:00-3:10 p.m.

Saturday, March 7, 2026
REGISTRATION, vendors, exhibits

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Jonathan Chesler, President, Mad Gardeners

CASSIE BANNING: Annuals: We’ve Got the Color!

Cassie Banning is the Director of Farm and Gardens at the Mt. Desert Land &
Garden Preserve. The Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Garden, the crown jewel of the
Preserve, is a 1920s collaborative design between Abby Aldrich Rockefeller and
the esteemed landscape designer Beatrix Farrand. In July and August, the border
gardens burst with a vibrant color display featuring over 160 annual varieties in a
ten-thousand-square-foot border. Cassie will talk about its history and its approach
to border garden design and, hopefully, inspire you to incorporate more annual
plants in your borders.

COFFEE BREAK, vendors, exhibits

MADELINE DEVRIES HOOPER: Get GardenFit: Your Body is Your
Most Important Garden Tool

Madeline Hooper, the creator and host of the public broadcasting series GardenFit,
will lead a fun, interactive class on how to use your body to garden without causing
aches and pains. She will demonstrate the basic principles of form, balance, and
posture, and teach participants easy-to-adopt body mechanics for gardening,
including when lifting, bending, weeding, digging, and getting up and down from
the ground. You will also be given gardening stretches to reset your body while
gardening and you will leave knowing how to maintain your body as your most
important gardening tool.

LUNCH (included with registration), vendors, exhibits

LEE CLIPPARD: Lady Bird’s Garden: The Past, Present and Future
of the Former First Lady’s Native Plant Botanic Garden

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center has grown from a small non-profit
organization located on Austin’s eastside to an internationally renowned university
botanic garden. Named the state botanic garden and arboretum in 2017 by the
Texas Legislature, the Wildflower Center promotes its mission to inspire the
conservation of native plants through its gardens, education programs, events,
and conservation efforts. Executive Director Lee Clippard will talk about the
founding and evolution of the Wildflower Center, its current programs, and how
it'’s evolving to serve one of America’s fastest growing cities.

CLOSING MODERATOR—Jonathan Chesler

BIOGRAPHIES

Cassie Banning is the Director of Farm and
Gardens at the Mount Desert Land & Garden
Preserve in Seal Harbor, Maine. She has led the
border garden design at the renowned Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Garden for thirteen years.
She oversees the high horticultural standards
across the Preserve’s gardens, Asticou Azalea
Garden, Thuya Garden, and the Abby Aldrich
Rockefeller Garden, along with McAlpin
Farm, each of which is a unique work of art
that reinforces a strong sense of place and
contributes to the wonder of coastal Maine.

Madeline deVries Hooper came to gardening
late after a trailblazing public relations career
that included creating and building the leading
marketing-PR firm DeVries Global, and then
a career as a ballroom dance competitor and
teacher. She then immersed herself in the
world of gardening. Her passion for gardening,
however, left her with many aches and pains. A
friend recommended she work with a personal
trainer, and she learned new techniques and
exercises to relieve her pain and enable her
to garden more enjoyably and productively.
These newfound habits were the inspiration
for GardenFit, the hit national public television
series, which offers a new approach to
gardening, based on the premise that gardening
should be a joy and not painful. Madeline has
been a trustee of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden
and currently serves on the board of the
Berkshire Botanical Garden, where she has been
Vice Chair for the past 10 years. She has visited
many of the finest gardens in the United States
and Europe and developed relationships with
leading horticulturalists, garden designers, and
plantspeople. Madeline and her husband live
in Columbia County, New York, where for the
past 30 years they have devoted themselves to
maintaining Rockland Farm, a 10-acre garden
they created from scratch.

continued on back



REGISTRATION FORM Register online at www.madgardeners.org or use this mail-in form.

Pre-registration by March 1 includes lunch. Late and at-door registration is possible if space is available but may not
include lunch. Online ticketing ends on Friday, March 6 al 4PM. To encourage more young people to participate in Mad
Gardeners events, we are offering a limited number of $15 tickets for people 35 and under. To take advantage of this offer,

please call Ken Monteiro at 347-525-8871, or Paul Arcario at 917-373-6268.

Name(s):
Address:
Make Checks Payable to: MAD GARDENERS
City, State, Zip: Mail To: Angela Dimmitt
Ph & Email: Mad Gardeners
slaise s PO Box 146, Sherman, CT 06784-0146

Member(s) registering X $75 To register after 4PM on March 6, please call
Ken Monteiro at 347-525-8871, or Paul Arcario

at 917-373-6268.

Please DO NOT send membership dues
with your Symposium registration.

Non-member(s) registering X $85

Optional Donation(s) for Science Day

Total Enclosed:

Scan code to get
tickets online.



